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A Guide to Undergraduate Advising and Registration

Introduction

There is a series of required and elective courses required to successfully earn a Bachelor of Science Degree in Speech and Hearing Sciences (SPHS) at Lamar University. This manual is designed to guide you through the registration process.  In addition, relevant information regarding careers in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology is provided. This guide is not intended to replace the current Lamar University Undergraduate Catalog (http://catalog.lamar.edu/) or Course Schedules (http://students.lamar.edu/course-schedules/index.html). Rather, it is meant to aid students in advisement and registration procedures and thus should be considered as a first resource for questions considering academic regulations, requirements, course offerings, registration, advisement, and scheduling. Should you have any additional questions about SPHS requirements, please feel free to schedule an individual advising appointment with a professor through the Department secretary, Mrs. Alexandra Bernard-Simeonides at alexandra.simeonides@lamar.edu. 

A Career in Hearing and Speech

A Speech and Hearing Sciences degree culminates in one of two main paths that each has many potential employment options: Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology. While the careers are distinctly different, they are also very interdisciplinary and related, making it ideal that the two be combined as an undergraduate degree. Having an undergraduate background in both fields is a positive influence on either profession. The following are descriptions of each career path:

The American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA) states that the primary roles of speech language pathologists are to work to prevent, assess, diagnose, and treat speech, language, social communication, cognitive-communication, and swallowing disorders in children and adults.  Speech-language pathologists provide important services in a variety of academic, research, and healthcare settings, including, but not limited to: educational settings, academic universities, hospitals or medical clinics, residential healthcare facilities, nonresidential healthcare facilities, private practices, consulting positions, rehabilitation facilities, research-based facilities, and public health services.

The Academy of Doctors of Audiology (ADA) defines an audiologist as: one who, by virtue of academic degree, clinical training, and license to practice, is uniquely qualified to provide a comprehensive array of professional services related to the identification, diagnosis and treatment of persons with auditory and balance disorders, and the prevention of these impairments. Audiologists are owners, managers, employees, and consultants in a variety of service delivery models including, but not limited to: independent private practices, otolaryngologist (ENT) based practices, hospitals or medical clinics, state or federally funded facilities for the hearing impaired, educational audiology settings, rehabilitation facilities, hearing aid and assistive device manufacturing facilities, academic universities, research-based facilities, long-term care facilities, consulting positions, public health services, armed forces, industrial hearing conservation contracts, forensic audiology consulting, and HMO’s.  

The Bachelor’s degree in Speech and Hearing Science is a pre-professional program, but does not fully prepare a student to work independently as a Speech-Language Pathologist or Audiologist. It prepares students for Graduate level work to obtain a higher, advanced degree (Master’s or Doctorate). It still is an academic degree, and may be beneficial in preparing you for future academic or professional work in other fields. It is important to note that this is a major requiring a further graduate degree. Students should understand that graduate school admissions are frequently highly competitive, and students should be prepared to put their best foot forward during their undergraduate coursework to remain “in the running” for graduate school admission. 

The State of Texas, the American Speech-Language Hearing Association, and Lamar University require a Master’s Degree in Speech-Language Pathology and a Doctoral Degree in Audiology (Au.D.) as the minimum academic degrees for clinical licensure and certification. It should be noted that while licensure is required, certification is not required to work clinically as an Audiologist. Also of note, there are VERY FEW opportunities to work in either profession with a Bachelor’s Degree alone. Additionally, research and teaching positions often require a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in Speech and Hearing Sciences or related fields as the minimum academic degree.

Academic Advising

Group advising is offered Fall and Spring each year and is mandatory for all SPHS students. YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COMPLETE REGISTRATION UNTIL YOU HAVE COMPLETED GROUP ADVISING. Individual advising is available by appointment and may be scheduled through the Department secretary, Mrs. Alexandra Bernard-Simeonides at alexandra.simeonides@lamar.edu. It is recommended that individual advising be completed at least one week prior to student’s registration dates. Waiting to make an appointment may postpone your registration, which may prevent your entrance to a course or create late fees. Individual advising is required if you have obtained a C or lower in any SPHS course. 

Advising regarding graduate school and career planning is also available to students through Department faculty. While faculty in the SPHS Department are open to meeting with students regarding any concerns, issues, or questions, it is advisable to make an appointment.  To set up an appointment, contact faculty by email. Faculty emails can be found at http://fineartscomm.lamar.edu/speech-and-hearing-sciences/faculty/index.html . It is preferred that email communications are completed through Lamar University’s email system. Therefore, students should use their lamar.edu or my.lamar.edu email addresses. 

Becoming a Speech and Hearing Sciences Major:

To Declare an SPHS Major:

All undergraduate majors in the Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences must complete the basic core curriculum requirements of Lamar University as their academic foundation coursework. Students may declare the major of Speech and Hearing Sciences after they are admitted to the university and complete the majority of pre-admission courses by the end of the spring semester sophomore year. These courses are the core curriculum required by Lamar University for all undergraduate programs as well SPHS 1371 and SPHS 2372 and 2 professional electives. Students must achieve a minimum grade of “C” in all preadmission courses, with a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 in SPHS 1371 and SPHS 2372. An overall GPA of 2.5 is required for admission into the program. Major declaration is completed through the Undergraduate Advising Center via www.applytexas.org. Students entering SPHS will choose the College of Fine Arts and Communications as their intended college and Speech and Hearing Sciences as their major choice. Any student with less than 60 hours posted must complete advisement with the Undergraduate Advising Center.
To Change Majors to SPHS:

Make an appointment with an SPHS Undergraduate Advisor to find out about the major and its career opportunities. Then, if interested in switching majors, the student will complete a “Change of Major” form, which can be found at http://students.lamar.edu/_files/documents/registration/Change%20of%20Major.pdf . Signatures from the Advisor, the former department head (from the major the student is changing from) and the department head of SPHS will be required on the form. Once signed and completed, the form should be taken to the Records Department located in the Wimberly Building. 
Transfer Credits:

Credit for courses being transferred to Lamar University is determined first by the Registrars Office, then by the advisors in the College of Fine Arts and Communication. During transfer orientation, the advisor in the Speech and Hearing Sciences Department will evaluate courses that may apply to your major. Students are encouraged to bring any catalog descriptions, course syllabi, or any other information that will help the advisor determine if specific credits may be acceptable for meeting departmental requirements.

Summer Courses

Students may be able to complete some coursework during the summer sessions. Because of prerequisite requirements, students declaring the SPHS major late (e.g., during the senior year), should expect to take summer classes or plan to extend their program. While there is a process in place to waive pre-requisite requirements, this is done on a case-by-case basis and should not be assumed that you qualify to adjust the curriculum to your time schedule. Summer course offerings change depending upon need and instructor availability. Summer courses are typically posted 3 months prior to the summer sessions. Interested students should consult their advisor for further information.

Taking SPHS Graduate Courses

SPHS undergraduate students may NOT take any graduate courses prior to acceptance in the graduate program. 

Senior Information

Clearance for Graduation:

The semester prior to your graduation date, contact the Chair of the Department to set an appointment. Bring your completed record of degree plan (see next section, beginning on the next page) with you to this appointment. The Chair will complete an approved degree plan processed through Records for Graduation. Once Records has approved the degree plan, you may apply for Graduation. See the Academic Calendar for Graduation application deadlines. 
Degree Plan: B.S. in Speech and Hearing Sciences
Below is the degree plan for completing a Bachelor of Science degree in Speech and Hearing Sciences within a 4-year span. It is divided into 2 major sections: 1) Core curriculum requirements prior to entering the major and 2) Major field of study requirements. It is designed so that students may use the form to track completion of coursework and grades received. *Note that a minimum of a 2.5 GPA must be maintained in core curriculum courses in order to enter the major. For prerequisites and semester offerings of all courses below and for full SPHS course descriptions, see the Lamar University Undergraduate Catalog (http://catalog.lamar.edu/) or (http://catalog.lamar.edu/course-directory/).
CORE CURRICULUM PRIOR TO ENTERING MAJOR
42 hours required.  Must complete the following:
A. Communication (6 HOURS REQUIRED. Note that ENGL 1301 must be taken as part of the 6 Hours)

COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	ENGL 1301 (English Composition I) – REQUIRED. 

Basic forms of expository writing. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	COMM 1315 (Public Speaking I)

Principles and practice of Public Speaking. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	COMM 1321 (Business and Professional Speech)

Application of the fundamentals of speech production to the needs of the professional person. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	DSDE 1371 (American Sign Language I)

Introduction to the basic skills in production and comprehension of ASL. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	FREN 1311 (Beginning French I)

Language course for beginners. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	SPAN 1311 (Beginning Spanish I)

Language course for beginners. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	


B. Mathematics (3 HOURS REQUIRED).

COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	MATH 1314 (College Algebra) 
Non-Calculus college algebra study & applications. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 1342 (Statistics)

Non-Calculus based introduction to statistics. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 1316 (Trigonometry)

Study of trigonometric applications. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 1325 (Calculus for Business)

An introduction to calculus. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 1350 (Fund. of Math for Elem School Teachers)

Mathematic concepts for teaching elementary. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	MATH 1414* (Precalculus I)
In-depth study and applications of PreCal. 4 Hours. 
	
	
	

	MATH 2305 (Discrete Mathematics)

An intro to combinatorial math and finite math. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 2310 (Math Modeling I)

Designed for teachers of grades 4-8. Math models. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 2312 (Pre Cal/Elementary Functions)

Intensive review of algebra, trig, & analy geometry. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 2413* (Calculus & Analytical Geometry I)

Functions, limits, etc. with application. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 2414* (Calculus & Analytical Geometry II)

Methods of integration. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	MATH 3370 (Intro Theory Statistical Inference)

A calculus-based intro to stats, probability, etc. 3 Hours.
	
	
	


C.  Life and Physical Sciences (6 HOURS REQUIRED). PLEASE NOTE: You can earn your B.S. degree with any two sciences; however, students who seek a professional graduate degree in SPHS must complete ONE PHYSICAL and ONE BIOLOGICAL science.
COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	BIOL 1308 (General Biology, Non-Majors) 

Provides a survey on bio principles. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	BIOL 1406* (General Biology I, Majors)

A survey of organisms, molecules, etc. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	BIOL 1407* (General Biology II, Majors)

Plant and vertebrate studies. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	BIOL 2306 (Environmental Science)

An intro to complimentary environ. issues. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	BIOL 2401* (Anatomy and Physiology I)

Structure and function of the body systems. 4 Hours. 
	
	
	

	BIOL 2402* (Anatomy and Physiology II)

Structure and function of the body systems cont. 4 Hours. 
	
	
	

	CHEM 1306 (Chemistry for Allied Health Sciences)

Survey of elem. inorganic/organic chemistry. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	CHEM 1308 (Biochemistry for Allied Health Sciences)

Survey of structure, function, and metabolic proc. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	CHEM 1311 (General Chemistry I)

Algebra-based review of chemical laws & theories. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	CHEM 1312 (General Chemistry II)

A continuation of CHEM 1311. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	GEOL 1390 (Introductory Environmental & Physical Geology)

Intro to human activity, geo resources, and environ. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	GEOL 1403* (Geology I: Physical Geology)

Earth materials, structures, and tectonics, etc. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	GEOL 1404* (Geology II: Historical Geology) 

History of planet and inhabitants’ development. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 1305 (Elementary Physics I: Lecture)

Non-majors. Nature interactions. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 1307 (Elementary Physics II: Lecture)

Non-majors. Heat, vibrations, waves, sound, & light. 3 Hours.

Note: PHYS 1305 is NOT a prerequisite for this course. 
	
	
	

	PHYS 1311 (Introduction to Astronomy: Lecture)

A survey of facts and intro to astronomical theory. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 1401* (College Physics I)

Majors. Emphasis on basic physical laws. 4 Hours. 
	
	
	

	PHYS 1402* (College Physics II)

A continuation of PHYS 1402. 4 Hours. 
	
	
	

	PHYS 1405* (Elementary Physics I)

Non-majors. Basic interactions in nature, etc. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 1407* (Elementary Physics II)

Non-Majors. Heat, vibrations, waves, sound, & light. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 1411* (Introductory Astronomy)

A survey of facts and intro to astronomical theory. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 2425* (University Physics I)

Mechanics, vibrations, and heat. 4 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHYS 2426* (University Physics II)

Electricity, magnetism, sound waves, and optics. 4 Hours
	
	
	

	SPSC 1401* (Space Science)

An intro to sciences behind space exploration. 4 Hours.
	
	
	


D.  Language, Philosophy, and Culture (3 HOURS REQUIRED).

COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	ENGL 2300 (Close Reading II) 

Literature, arts, politics, philosophy, & culture. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ENGL 2310 (British Literature before 1800)

Anglo-Saxon origins to the Enlightenment. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ENGL 2320 (British Literature after 1800)

1800 to present. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ENGL 2322 (British Literature)

Study of 6-10 major works from various periods. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	ENGL 2326 (American Literature)

Study of 6-10 major works from 19th & 20th century. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ENGL 2331 (World Literature)

Study of 6-10 major monuments of world lit. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	ENGL 2371 (Masterworks of Asian Literature)

Study of 6-10 major works of Asian literature. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ENGL 2376 (African-American Literature)

Significant contributions from colonial to present. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	PHIL 1370 (Philosophy of Knowledge)

Knowledge sys. Scientific & humanistic methods. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHIL 2306 (Introduction to Ethics)

Historical exam of social/personal conduct. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	


E.  Creative Arts (3 HOURS REQUIRED).

COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	ARTS 1301 (Art Appreciation) 
An intro to appreciation of visual arts. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ARTS 1303 (Art History I)

A survey of visual arts and minor arts. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	THEA 1310 (Introduction to Theatre)

An intro to theatre from Ancient to Present. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	COMM 1375 (Film Appreciation)

A survey of film & past/current trends. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	DANC 2304 (Dance Appreciation)

A survey of dance and its role in culture & history. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	MUSI 1306 (Music Appreciation)

Non-majors. Styles from Renaissance to present. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	PHIL 1330 (Arts & Ideas)

Survey of the arts: visual, literary, musical. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	


F.  American History (6 HOURS REQUIRED).



COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	HIST 1301 (US History I: 1763-1877)
US history: Revolution to Reconstruction. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	HIST 1302 (US History II: 1877 to present)

US history: Post-reconstruction to present. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	HIST 2301 (Texas History)

Texas from beginning to present. 3 Hours.
	
	
	


G. Political Science (6 HOURS REQUIRED).









COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	POLS 2301 (American Government I)
National & Texas constitutions. Parties. Elections. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	POLS 2302 (American Government II)
Branches of gov’t. Bureaucracy. Civil Rights. Policy. 3 Hours.
	
	
	


H. Social and Behavioral Science (3 HOURS REQUIRED).






COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	BUWL 1370 (Business Environment & Public Policy)
Survey of business interaction with other environ. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ECON 1301 (Principles and Policies)

Non-majors. Intro to econ principles and probs. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ECON 2301 (Principles of Econ I: Macroeconomics)

Monetary theory; nat’l income analysis; etc. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	ECON 2302 (Principles of Econ II: Microeconomics)

Intro to econ principles; allocation of resources; etc. 3 Hours. 
	
	
	

	INEN 2373 (Engineering Economics)

Intro to econ principles w/ engineering focus. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	PSYC 2301 (General Psychology)

Learning, personality, testing, development, etc. 3 Hours.
	
	
	

	SOCI 1301 (Introduction to Sociology)
Overview of sociology. 3 Hours.
	
	
	


I. ADDITIONAL CORE REQUIREMENTS:

Students must also complete 1 of the 3 following component area options. Option 2 is highly recommended.
Option 1: English Composition II (ENGL 1302) or English Composition (ENGL 1374)

AND choose two 1-hr science labs (see course marked with * above)

AND choose 1-hour flex course from:

LIBR   1101  
Intro to Library Research
HNRS
2160
Scholars Development Seminar
LMAR
1101 
University Success Seminar
OR from a 4-hour MATH course (see course marked with * above)

Option 2: Complete English Composition II (ENGL 1302) AND choose one of the following:

MATH (select course from the list above) ---- THIS OPTION IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.
BUAL  2310
Business Analysis I

INEN
 2301
App of Quant Methods

PSYC   2317
Intro to Statistical Methods

Option 3: Complete one of the following:
MATH (select course from the list above)

BUAL 
 2310
Business Analysis I
INEN
 2301
App of Quant Methods
PSYC   2317
Intro to Statistical Methods
AND choose two 1-hr science labs (see course marked with * above) 
AND 1-hr flex course from:

LIBR 1101 Intro to Library Research 
HNRS 2160 Scholars Development 
LMAR 1101 University Success Seminar
OR from a 4-hour MATH course (see course marked with * above)
MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY

Note: 45 hours must be completed at 3000 and 4000 level, includes core, major electives, & professional electives combined.

A. SUPPORT COURSES (6 HOURS REQUIRED). Support courses are prerequisites to all core courses in section B.
COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	SPHS 1371 (Introduction to Communication Disorders)
Overview of Audiology and Speech-Lang Pathology. 3 Hours.
Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 2370 (Phonetics)

American English sound and syllable structure. IPA. 3 Hours.

Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	


B. CORE (18 HOURS REQUIRED). Core courses are prerequisites to all major electives in section C.
COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	DSDE 1374 (Intro to Deaf Studies); or other approved course
History & current trends about Deaf Community. 3 Hours.
Offered Fall/Spring.
	
	
	

	SPHS 3310 (Language Acquisition)

The study of norm lang. development & maturation. 3 Hours.

Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 3312 (Hearing Anatomy, Physiology, & Disorders)

Anat, Phys, Disorders of peripheral aud system. 3 Hours.

Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 3314 (Speech and Hearing Science)

Basic physics of sound & instrumentation of SPHS. 3 Hours. 

Offered Spring/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 3318 (Speech Anatomy and Physiology)

Anat & Phys of speech mechanism. 3 Hours.

Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4334 (Audiology I) – *SPHS 3312 is a prereq to 4334.
Overview of Audiology profession. 3 Hours. 

Offered Fall/Summer.
	
	
	


C. MAJOR ELECTIVES (18 HOURS REQUIRED).
COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	SPHS 3320 (Language and Phonological Disorders)
Survey of artic & lang disorders, etiologies, therapy. 3 Hours.
Offered Spring/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4330 (Voice and Fluency Disorders)

Survey of fluency, voice, & organic disorders in SP. 3 Hours.

Offered Spring.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4340 (Audiology II) *encouraged for those applying for AuD
Comp. survey of Audiology w/ hands-on application. 3 Hours.
Offered Spring. 
	
	
	

	SPHS 4336 (Clinical Processes)

Overview of clinical procedures & pt interaction. 3 Hours.

Offered Spring.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4332 (Neurology)

Human nervous system as it relates to CSD. 3 Hours. 

Offered Spring.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4342 (Audiologic Rehabilitation)

Amplification and other treatments for HL. 3 Hours.

Offered Spring/Summer.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4350 (Problems and Projects) *Faculty/Dept Chair approval required.
Research/Project based course. Requires approval. 3 Hours.

Offered most semesters.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4335 (Fluency Disorders)

3 Hours.

Offered Fall.
	
	
	

	SPHS 4337 (Voice Disorders)

3 Hours.

Offered Fall.
	
	
	


D. FOUNDATION ELECTIVES (6 HOURS REQUIRED).
COURSE:





                  COMPLETED?         SEMESTER          GRADE


	PSYC 2315 (Lifespan Development)
Psychological development throughout life span. 3 Hours.
Offered Fall/Spring/Summer.
	
	
	

	COMM 3301 (Intercultural Communication)

Examination of communication btwn cultures. 3 Hours.

Offered Summer.

OR

COMM 3320 (Communicating in Families)

Examination of family communication. 3 Hours.

Offered Fall.
	
	
	


E. PROFESSIONAL ELECTIVES (30 HOURS REQUIRED). *12 hours must be upper level coursework.If you take more than 18 hours of major electives, you will only need 6 hours of upper level coursework. Coursework in related fields of study are considered appropriate (e.g., Education, Psychology, Sociology, Biology, English, Deaf Studies and Deaf Education, and Communication). See an SPHS advisor for final decisions on electives. Do not assume any course will be accepted as a professional elective without advisor approval. 
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